Workshop: Common European Heritage: Museums, Borders and Cultural Understanding
Village of Tsamantas, Thesprotia, Epirus, Greece (September 2005)

The Centre for European Studies (CES) of the University of the West of England (UWE),
Bristol wishes to establish a forum for exchanging ideas and to create a cooperation network for
exploring the use of museums in border areas for the promotion of cultural understanding. The
aim is to organise a roundtable workshop, building on the CES on-going activities on the socio-
economic evolution of regional agglomerations at the micro level (Dimitrios Konstadakopulos),
European ethnology and cultural policy (Sarah Blowen and Ullrich Kockel), European culture
project management (Alan Kilday) and cross-border co-operation (Ann Kennard).

The workshop will be designed to facilitate dialogue and understanding around specific cultural
aspects of economic regeneration policies for border areas within a broader social, economic,
political and cultural context. The main aims of the workshop are to:

e carry out a fact-finding mission to the Folklore Museum of Tsamantas on a consultation basis

e cxplore the use of museums in border areas for promoting local economic development,
cultural understanding and, in some circumstances, to facilitate conflict resolution

e assess how cross-border museums could reinforce their presence in contemporary society and
examine the way how new information and communication technologies (ICTs) could link
them with diasporic communities

e bring together partners (museum staff and other stakeholders) from Europe to discuss issues
of exploiting cultural heritage

e establish best practice which can be used in other similar cultural institutions in border areas

e produce a report which makes recommendations of the economic and cultural development of
the village and the wider region.

This dialogue will therefore include experts on local/regional development and museum
development. The small, distinguished group will comprise museum staff, policymakers, cultural
development specialists, European scholars, journalists and local administrators including
officials from neighbouring south Albania. Among these will be Hugues de Varine, an
internationally-respected curator, writer and cultural administrator who now runs ASDIC conseils
et services en développement local, France; representatives from museums which work in cross
border settings including the Musée sans Frontieres network on the Franco- German border and
the Frauenau Glass museum on the borders of Germany and the Czech republic.

The workshop (15-20 participants) will be organised jointly by the CES with the support of the
Municipality of Filiates, the Community of Tsamantas, the St. George’s Hellenic Benefit Society
of Tsamantas Inc. (Worcester, MA) and the Folklore Museum of Tsamantas (and with
collaboration with the Universities of loannina and/or Aegean). The main two day sessions will
take place in the grounds of the Folklore Museum of Tsamantas in September 2005.



Background

At a time of opening of borders throughout Europe, and given the future extension of Europe’s
external boundaries, many political, economic and cultural changes are set to affect the societies
and communities living in border areas. Often this has led to conflict when, for example, cheap
labour is “imported” from one side of a former closed border to the other. These current tensions
and preoccupations often occur despite the fact that communities on both side of the border share
a common heritage of tradition and pattern of everyday life, or indeed come from the same people
group. Age-old communalities have disappeared under the weight of divided histories, political
propaganda or collective forgetting.

Cultural institutions have become central to economic development in many regions where
tourism is increasingly replacing industrial or agricultural activity. Often the economic benefits of
exploiting the local or regional cultural heritage have been brought to the fore in such
development, which, in some cases, has only served to exacerbate pre-existing cross-border
tensions or rivalries.

Museums are cultural institutions which increasingly have a remit to explain and communicate
not only the past, but also the present and the future. They are therefore ideally placed to promote
cultural understanding: not only through their displays, but also through their management style,
theoretical underpinning and finance and administration.

It is against such a backdrop that this workshop hopes to work with the Greek village community
of Tsamantas to explore the role for their museum in the future development of the region. The
village of Tsamantas is situated on the Greek-Albanian border in the mountainous region of
Epirus, in the prefecture of Thesprotia, Greece, and in many ways its history is that of the
Balkans, but also of Europe as well. Inaccessibility has been a factor in the creation of the
village’s micro-economy, which is based around its ethnic grouping. Its remoteness has also
helped it preserve its strong cultural identity to the present day.

Epirus has the unenviable task of being at the bottom of European Union regions’ ranking,
delaying the region’s integration into the European economy. Nevertheless, the fall of
communism, and the transition to democracy and free market capitalism of neighbouring
Albanian in the 1990s, has created waves of inward migration to the region as in the rest of
Greece which is creating a new set of problems. The increased migration of labour from
neighbouring Albania to Epirus in general and in the prefecture of Thesprotia in particular, is
creating new and changing labour hierarchies that undermine the integration of the region into the
nation-state configuration.

The Albanian workers that fill the unskilled positions in the agricultural and service sectors in
Epirus and in the rest of Greece, send their remittances back to Albania that has helped that
country’s balance of payment and has averted economic collapse. In turn, the regional economy
of Epirus is improving by drawing from the neighbouring local population of cheap labour. It is
also integrating with the rest of the Balkans and this is reinforced by the process of modernisation
that takes place in the wider regions as well as by capitalist expansion in the form of cross-border
investment. It can be seen that, in the early years of the 21% century, the old historical
circumstances and transnational processes are shaping the political economy of South-eastern
Europe in general, and that of Epirus in particular, in a dramatic way. After decades of separation
these mountain communities on both sides of the border are having to deal with new realities
which bring the possibility of closer contact but also conflict and rivalry. There is therefore a
need for a more detailed study on the regional and micro level perspective that could reveal the



emerging social, cultural and economic relations necessary for building a bigger picture on the
economic trajectory of Southeast Europe.

The Folklore Museum of Tsamantas
(http://www.uwe.ac.uk/hlss/languages/research/staff/dk/english1.html;
http://www.tsamantas.com

The museum was established in 1983 by the folklorist, writer and poet Kostas Zoulas (winner of
an Athens Academy award). It contains a collection of traditional tools, instruments, costumes,
documents and other items used by the villagers. The museum is housed within a traditional
building that was once the village’s primary school. The museum plays an important role in
relation to maintaining, preserving and promoting folkloric traditions and culture. It has also
developed an educational role, providing students, researchers and scholars with a valuable
insight into the evolution of the region’s cultural heritage. It has contributed to many national and
international exhibitions, seminars and other cultural events, thereby promoting its rich legacy.

Constitutionally, the museum is a non-profit-making organisation (recognised as a museum by
the Greek Ministry of Culture). However, the Ministry’s funding meets only a very small part of
its needs. This lack of resources as well as expertise has also constrained promotion of the
museum and precluded its further development. Nevertheless, the Cultural Association of
Tsamantas has created a website and is establishing, through the Internet, links with village’s
diasporic community in Greece, rest of Europe, United States (Worcester Mass) and Australia
(Melbourne).

Any financial support for realising this round table workshop would be valuable and timely.

This proposal was prepared by Dimitrios Konstadakopulos and Sarah Blowen of CES, University
of the West of England, Bristol.



MIpotaon yw cvvédpro: Kown evpwmaixy molitictiky kinpovouida: Movoeia, Xvvopo Kai
HoliticTikiy avTiinyny

Kowdétnta Teapavrd, Oconportiog, Hreipov, EALGda (Zertéppprog 2005)

To Kévrpo Evponaikdv Xrovodv (KEX) tov [lavemiomnuion West of England (Avtikng
AyyAag, (UWE) ) oto Mnpiotod, emBopel vo Onpiovpyncel €va OPOLLL avVIOAAOYNG 10EDV
kaOdc Kot éva dlkTLO GuvepYasiog Yo TNV OlEPEDVNOT TNG AETOLPYING TOV LOVGEIDOV OTIC
napopedopleg mePLoYES Kot yio TV TPOPOAN TNG TOMTICTIKNG KANpovoulds. Xxomodg sival va
opyavmbel po didokeyn oTpoyyLAng tpaméing, Pacilopevn oTIC GLVEYELS dPAGTNPLOTNTEC TOL
KEX omv xotvoviki Kol olkovopkn €£EMEN TV GLGCMPEVCEMY TNG TEPLPEPELNG GE LUKPO-
eninedo (Anuntprog Kovotaviakdmoviog), Evpomaiky ebvoloyio Kot TOMTIOTIKY] TOMTIKN
(Sarah Blowen and Ullrich Kockel), dwoyeipion oyediov yioo tov Evponaikd molticud (Alan
Kilday) ko dwaxpatikn cvvepyocio (Ann Kennard).

To ouvédplo Ba oyediaotel dote va dlevkolvvOel 0 d1dloyog Kabdg Kot 1 Katavonon EKOV
TOATIOTIKOV OEUATOV Y10 TOMTIKEG OLKOVOUIKNG OvayEVvNoTg oTig Tapapefdpiec meployég péca
o€ éva VPHTEPO KOIVMVIKO, OTKOVOLUIKO, TOATIKO Kol TOALTIGTIKO TTAiG10. Ot KOPIEG TPOGIOKiEg
TOV GVVEdPIOVL givar ot eENc:

® VO TPOYLOTOTOUCEL L0 TOGTOAN TPAYHOTOYV®IOGUVIG 6T0 Movaeio Aaoypapiog Tov
Tooapovtd pe cvuPovAevTikd-vovOeTIKO YOpaKTHPA,

® V0, EPEVVNOEL TNV AEITOLPYIO TOV LOVCEIMV OTIC TapauedOpleg TEPLOYES YO0 TNV TPOPOAN
NG TOMIKNG OIKOVOUIKNG OVATTUENG, TNV TOAITIOTIKY OVTIANYT, KOl GE UEPIKEC
TMEPIMTMOGELG, VO SIEVKOADVEL TNV EDPECT ADGEWV GTIG Sl0pOVieg

® Vo EKTIUNOEL TG T povoeio g mapapebopiov Bo pumopodoav va evioyboovy Tnv
TOPOLGia. TOVG 0T ovYYPOvN Kowmvia Kot €EETACEL T®MG Ol KovoOpleg TEXVOAOYIES
EVIUEPMONG KoL TNAETIKOWOVIOV 0o UTopodeay Vo, To. GUVOEGOLV LE TIC KOWVWOVIES TNG
Ol0oTTOPAg

o va @épel pall ovvepydreg (€101kovg povoeimv kot dAilovg) and v Evpomn kot vo
ocv{ntoovv Bépata a&lonoinong TOMTIGTIKNG KANPOVOULAG

® vo mpoteivel 660 To duvatdv KoAvTEPEC HEBOSOVG oL o uTOPOVGOV VA EQPUPLOGTODY
KoL 6€ GAAG TOPOUOLOL TOATIOTIKA 10PpVUATO, OTIC TOPAUEDOPLEC TTEPLOYES

e vo ovvtdéel po éxbeomn 1 omoio O VITOPAALEL GLGTAGEIG-ELGTYNGELC Y1 TV TOALTIGTIKN
avATTLEY TOL WPV Kot TNG EVPVTEPNC TEPLOYNG

Emopévog, e avtdv 10 01Gh0Y0 Bo GUUUETAGYOVY EIIKOL GTNV TOTIKT)/ TEPIPEPELNKT AVATTLEN
Kot oty avamtoén tov povosiov. H uikpn, dtakekpiuévn opddo 0o meptlopfavel e101kcong
povceiov, oxedlooTEG MOATIKNG, €0KOVG  OTNV  TOMTIOTIKY]  OVOTTLEY,  OKASMUOTKOOG
Evponaikdv  EZmovddv, OMUOCloypA@OvS, KOl TOMIKOVG  OLOIKNTIKOVG — TAPAYOVTEG,
oLUTEPTAOUPOVOUEV®DY Kol TapayOovTOV amd TV yertovikny AAPavia. Meta&d avtav Oa gival o
Hugues de Varine, évog 61e6vdg avayvopiopévo £popo apyoloTHT®VY, GUYYPAPEN KOl TOALTIGTIKO
devbuvtry o omoiog SevBiver 1o ASDIC conseils et services en développement local, otnv
TaAMio; eKTPOCOTOVG LOLGEIDY OV £pYAlOVTaL TAV® OTIC SIUKPATIKES pLOUIcELS OTT™G gival TO
diktvo povceiov yopig covopa (Musée sans Frontiéres) oto YAALO-YEPUOVIKA GHVOPO KOl 0T
10 povoeio  Frauenau Glass ota ovvopa I'eppaviag ko Togylag .

H éudokeyn (15-20 ovppetéyovieg) o opyavwbel amd kowvov amd to KEX pe v vrostipién
oV dMNuov DTy, g kowvdmrag Toapavtd, e Adedpotntag Toapoaviimtdv Ay. I'edpylog
tov Worcester, MA, Apepikng, kot to Movoeio Aaoypapiog Tov Toapavtd (kot e cuvepyacia
pe 1o movemomue loovvivav kovn Atyoiov). Ot kbpieg ovvodor 600 (2) muepov Ha



Tpaypatoroinfodv atovg ydpovg Tov Movoeiov Aaoypagiag tov Toapavtd tov Tov Xentéupplo
tov 2005.

LoTopikdv

Evpiokopeba o pia mepiodo €1 v omoiav 10 Avolypo t@v cuvopwv otnv Evpomn kot 1
HEALOVTIKT] O1EDPLVGT] TOVG, KOOMG KOl Ot TOAAEG GAAAYEC GTOV TOMTIKO, OUKOVOLUKO Kol
TOMTIOTIKO  Topén emmpedlovy TIg KOwmvieg Kol TIC KOWOTNTEG 7OV  JWPLOVOLY  OTIC
napopedopieg mepoyéc. Ta yeyovdta owtd ocvyvd odnyodv oe ocOYKPOLOoTn Kol £VIOVO
OVTOYOVIOUO: TOPAdEIYUATOG APV, OTAV QTNVE EPYOTIKG YEPLOL « ELGAYOVTOL » OTO TPONV
KAEIGTA YELTOVIKA GUVOPQ. AVTEC 01 GNUEPIVEG TIEGELS KOl AVI|GLYIEC SNULOVPYOVVTUL GLYVA TTOPA
TO YEYOVOG OTL 01 KOWOTNTES OTIG OVO UEPLEG TV GLVOPMVY £YOVV KOV TALPASG0GT Kot TPOTO (NG
N 6Tl aviKovv oTnV i01a PUAETIKN opoyéveln. Kowd aicOipata odinAeyyomg, Tov Taperdovrog,
&xovv eE£aQoVIoTEL KATM 010 TNV EMPPOT TNG SLUPOVUEVTS 1OTOPLOGC, TNG TOALTIKNG TPOTOY VO
KoL NG yevikdtepng AnOnC.

Ta moAtioTikd Wpvpata mailovv évav KaBopioTikd pOAO GTNV OIKOVOUIKT avATTUEN TOAAGDV
TEPLOY DV, TOV OTOIMV 0 TOVPIGHOG avTIKAOIGTA, e avéovta puOud, T Bropunyovikn Kot oypoTIKY
OTOCYOANON. ZVYVE TA OIKOVOMIKG OQEAN OO TNV EKUETAAAEVOT| TNG TOTIKNG 1) TEPLPEPELOKNG
TOALTIOTIKNG KANPOVOLLAG OV eReavilovTal 6TO TPOCKNVIO 0td TNV Tpoavapepbeica avamtuén,
0€ UEPIKEG TEPIMTAOGELS, EELTNPETOVY LOVO GTNV EMOEIVOOT TV TPOVTAPYOVCWOV EVIAGEMY KOl
SOy DV.

Ta povoeio ivor moATioTIKG 13pOHOTO GTO, OToie. avarTifeTan OAO KOl TEPIGGOTEPO 1) UTOGTOAN
v €€NYNoovY Kol Vo ETIKOVOVICOLY Oyl MOvVo pe to moperddv, oAAd kal 10 Tapdv Kol TO
péArov. Emopévog Bempovvtal 1davikd yio vo Tpowbncovy Ty ToAMTIoTIKN Katavonomn: oyl povo
LEC® TOV eMOEIEEDV TOVG, AAAG Kol HEG® TOV SLOTKNTIKOV VOOV, TNG BempnTiKnig LVITOGTNPIENG,

NG XPNHATOOOTNONG KaL TNE S10TKNGNG TOVG,.

Me Bdon avtd T0 SAOYIGUO TO GUVEDPLO ETOVTO EATLEL VO GUVEPYAOTEL LE TNV EAANVIKNY apyn|
oV Yp1ov Toauavtd yio vo, EpELVNGEL TO POAO TOV LOVGEIOL TOVG OTNV HEAAOVTIKY avamTuén
g mepoyns. To yowpd Toapovidg eivar tomobemuévo ot eAAnvo-aAPavikd covopa GtV
opewn meployn ¢ Hrelpov, oto vopapytakd dwapépiopa g Oconpotiog otng EALGda Kot omod
TOALEG omOWELS | 1oTopia TOV givar uépog avtg T@v Boaikaviov, aAld kot g Evpodnng eniong.
To anpdcito glval £vag TOPAyoVTUG YIo TNV ONULOLPYIN TNG KPOOIKOVOUING TOV YM0PLov, 1| 0Toio
gtvan Paciopévn yopo omd v ebvikn opadomoinon tov. Exniong, n amodpaxpn torobesia tov to
£xel fondnoet va cuVINPNOEL TNV 1GYLPT| TOALTIGTIKY] TOV TOVTOTNTO UEXPL CTLEPDL.

H 'Hrepog eiye v thHyn va Ppioketal 010 KatdToto onpeio g ta&vounong Tov Teploymy g
Evponaixng ‘Evoong pe ocvvénela v kafvotépnon g évtaéng g TePLoyng OTNV EVPOTAIKY|
owovopia. Evtodtolg n ntdon 1oL KOUUOLVIGUOD, O €KONUOKPOTIGUOG Kot 1 vioBétnomn tng
KOMITOAGTIKNG  €Aevlepng ayopdc amd tnv yewwovikn AlPovie ™ Odexoetia tov ‘90,
ONUovpyYNoAV T KOHOTO ECOTEPIKNG LETAVACTELGNG TOGO GTNV TEPLOYN] OGO KOl GTNV VITOAOLTN
EAAGSa, yeyovog to omoio Ompiovpyel éva véo olOvoro mpoPinudtov. H avéavopevn
petavactevon g epyaciog and ™ yertovikny AAPavie otnv Hrmepo kot ot vouapyio tng
Oeonpotiog 101KOTEPQ, OMIOVPYEL VEES KOt LETOPUAAOLEVEG LEPOPYIES OTOV EPYAGIAKO TOUEN OL
OTO1EC VTOGKATTOVY TNV EVOOUATMON TNG TEPOYNG OTOV BVOKPUTIKO GYNUATIGUO.

Ov AABoavoi epyalouevol mov KaTEXOLV TIC aveldikenteg BEcelg oTOVG TOUELS TNG YEPYiag Kot
TV VINPESIOV oty Hrepo kot oty vworowrn EAAGSa, otédvouy Ta epfdouatd Toug Tiom oty
AlBoavia govopevo mov xel Pondnoet To 16000710 TANPOUDY TNG YDPAG KoL EYEL OTOTPEYEL TNV



owKovopiKn katappevon. Iapdiinia n tomkn owovopia ¢ Hrelpov Pedtidveral pe v ypion
QTNVOV EPYATIKMDV XEPLOV amd TOV YETOVIKO mANOvoud. Evoopatoveton eniong ota vroroiro
BoAxkdvia kot avtd gvioybeTol e TN S1001KOGI0 TOV EKGUYYPOVIGUOD TOV TPOYUATOTOLEITOL GTIC
gupuTEPEC TEPLOYES KOOMDC emiong Kot omd TNV KEPUAOIOKPATIKY EMEKTOCT VIO HOPPN
dacvvoprlokng enévévone. Eivon supavéc ot katd ta mpdta tn tov 21°7 awdva, ot mohotég
LOTOPIKEG TEPIOTACELG Kol Ot O1EBVG d1001KaGIEC SOUOPPAOVOVY TNV TOAITIKI] OIKOVOUIL TNG
vOTIoavatoAkng Evpdnng yevikd, kot ¢ Hreipov edikdtepa, pe évav dpapatikd tpomo. Metd
omd TIC OEKOETIEG OLOYMPIGLOV Ol OPEWVEG OVTEG KOWVMVIEG KOL GTIC dV0 TAEVPES TV GLVOPOV
TPEMEL VO OVTIUETOTICOLY TN VEON TPOYUATIKOTNTO TOV QEPVEL UEV TN duvaTdTNTA UING O
OTEVNG EMOPNG OAAG UmOpel KoL Vo ONUIOVPYNOEL GUYKPOLOT KOl OVTITOAOTNTO. YTAPYEL
EMOUEVMG OVAYKT] YLO. L0 TTIO AETTOUEPT] £PELVA YO TNV TEPLPEPELNKT] KOl LIKPO-ETTEIOV
TPOOTNTIKY OV Ho pmopovoe Vo OMOKUADWEL TIS OVOSVOUEVEG KOWMVIKEG, TMOAITIOTIKEG Ko
OLKOVOUIKEG GYECELG, AmUPOiTNTES Y10 Vo XTILOVTOG Hio KAADTEPT) EIKOVA GTIV OIKOVOLIKT TPOYLAL
NG voTloavatoAkng Evpdnng.

To Aaoypagiké Movaeeio Tov Toapavtd

(http://www.uwe.ac.uk/hlss/languages/research/staff/dk/english1.html

http://www.tsamantas.com

To povoeio 10pHOnke to 1983 amd Tov Aaoypdpo , cuyypapéa kat momth Kdota ZovAd (Viknthg
evog Bpafeiov g Akadnpiog g ABnvag). [epiéyet po GLALOYN TOV TOPASOCLOK®Y EPYOAEI®V,
TOV 0PYAVAV, TOV KOGTOVL®V, TOV EYYPAPOV Kol GAA®V oTo El®mV Tov Ypnoiporodnkay and
TOVG Ywpkovg. To povoeio oteyaletar uéca oe €va TOPAdOCIOKO KTIPLO TOL NTOV KATOTE TO
dnuotikd oyoreio tov ymprov. To povoeio dadpapatifel Evav onNUAVTIKO POAO GE GYECT UE TN
d10TNPNON, TN CLVTIPNOT] Kol TV TPOMONCT TOV AAOYPAPIKOV TAPUSOGEDY Kol TOV TOALTIGLOD.
‘Exetl avamtdéel emiong évov ekmatdevTikKO poro, TUPEXOVTOS GTOVG GTOVONGTESG, TOVG EPEVVITEC
KO TOVG OKOONUOTKOVE (o TOAVTIUN YvooT Yo, TV e£EMEN TG TOMTIGTIKNG KANPOVOULAS TG
nepoyns. Exer ocvouPdrer oe molhéc eBvicég won Oebveig exbéoelg, oegpvdplo kot GANEG
TOAITIOTIKEG EKONADGELG, TPOAYOVTAG LLE AVTOV TOV TPOTO TNV TAOVGL0 KANPOVOLLA TNG.

2Opemva pe To XOVIayUe, TO HOVCEI0 givol €vog KOWOQEANG, UM KEPOOGKOMIKOS OPYOVIGUOG
(avayvopiopévog amd to eAdnvikd Ymovpyeio ITlotiopov). Eviodtolg, n yxpnpoaroddtnon tov
Y7rovpyeiov tkavomotel Hovo €va TOAD UIKPO HEPOC TV OvVOYK®V TOV. AT 1 EAAElyYN TOPpOV
kaOdc kot gdikevong meplopilovv v mPoPorn Kol TV TEPUTEP® avATTLEN TOL LOLGEIOV.
Qo610060, 0 TOMTIOTIKOG GUAAOYOG Tov Toapovid €xel ONOVPYNOEL €vav 10TOYMOPO GTO
Ad0KTI0, (DOTE VO KOTAOGTNOEL EPIKTH TN GUVOECT] TOL XPov pe TNV daomopd otnv EAAGda,
v vmorown Evpdnn, tic Hvouéveg Tlohreiec (Worcester Mass) kot tnv Avctpoiio
(MerBovpvn).

OTo1001TOTE OIKOVOLLIKT] EVIGYLGT Y10 TV TPOYUATOTOINGT CLTOD TOV GLVESPIOV GTPOYYLANG
tpomélng Oa Tav TOAD ypHoIUN Kot Exikonp.

Avt N mpdTacn exkmoviOnke and tov Anuntpio Kovotoaviakdémovio kot tnv Sarah Blowen tov
Kévtpov Evponaikdv Xmovdmv, tov ITavemomuiov West of England, Mapictod (Am6doon ota
eMnvika and tov [oavayidn [etpn).



